





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 











‘‘ WE LOVE HIM, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED Us.” 


4 





THOMAS GROSS, EDITOR. 








“VOL. LJ 


.BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 1823. 


[NO. 22. 








Of the Church as comprising all, who shall 
be reconciled to the Lord.., 
(Contiiued from page 163.) 

All denominations and sects ofchristians 
wi'l acknowledge, tbat the essential quali- 
fication, constituting a person to be a chris- 
tian in reality, is a reconciled temper and 
disposition to the character and command- 
ments ofthe trueGod: to have this char- 
acter and then to love it or be reconciled to 
it. With such a disposition is connected 
every virtce—all that ig amiable, excel- 
Jent and praise-worthy, as an exhibition of 
our temper; and all thats is indispensible, 
as a spring or excitement to a proper con- 
duct ; to the expression of gratitude, of 
praise and obedience in general ; of friend- 
ship to man and mercy avd commiseration 
to the afflicted and distressed, are compre- 
hended in reconciliation. 

It comprehends all that we can under- 
stand by illumination of the mind, ard the 
new birth ; allthat is signified, by being 
brought out of darkness into marvellous 
light ; and all that is meant by being trans- 
lated out of the kingdom of darkness into 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son. 


In a_ word, every thing, which by men 
may be considered as a necessary and suit. 
able qualification for church-fellowship, in 
this life, and as an incontrovertible evi- 
dence of sanctification begun, are likewise 
comprehended in this term, reconciliation. 

Hence all well informed persons of ev- 
ery persuasion, have invariably granted, 
that every reconciled person will be happy ; 
—bhbappy in the manifestion of his Ma- 
ker’s favor, and in the reward which is 
connected with keeping the commandments 
of God. Thatit is that holiness, without 
which no man can see the Lord, and is the 
cause, of which spiritual and genuine hap- 
Ppiness is the effect. Thus all christians 








read, “‘without holiness n0 man can see the 
Lord.” 

Thus, then, in the term reconciliation, 
we find every requisite for church enjoy- 
ment and fellowship. Indeed, perfect re- 
conciliation to the creator and preserver of 
the universe is all, that can be needful and 
necessary as to us, for admission to all the 
privileges, immunities and enjoyments, per- 
taining to the church, both on earth and 
in heaven. 

I am now to shew, that the great plan 
of redemption is to effect this reconciliation 
in every human creature ; to make all men 
recipients of his mercy—to be fellow heirs 
of the household of God, or members of 
his universal church. 

Thus the Mediator was qualified for such 
an undertaking ; it pleased the Father, 
that in him all fulness should dwell.—Col. 
i, 19. This fulness was given him asa 
qualification for the work of universal re- 
conci:iation mentioned in the 20th verse. —~ 
And having made peace through the biood 
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself ; by bia, I say, whether they 
be things in earth or things in heaven.— 
Col. i. 20. 

Believing the scriptures to be true, [am 
satisfied with the extent of the design of re- 
demption from this passage; and, to me, 
it would be sofficient, if it were the only 
one in the bible which did declare it. 

The things to be reconciled are man- 
kind : for there are no other things unre- 
conciled ; and nothing needs reconciliation 
excepting that which was previously unre. 
conciled. ‘That these things to be recon- 
ciled are men, is evident from the two fol- 
lowing verses : And you, that were some- 
time alienated and enemies in your minds 
by wicked works, yet now hath he recon- 
ciled, in the body of his flesh, through 
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death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreprovable in his sight—ver. 21, 22. 
> Thos men are the things to be reconcil- 
ed: If this be so, then the reconciliation 
of allthings, is the reconciliation of all 
men, But how shall we understand the 
distinction which is made, viz. things in 
earth and things in heaven? because both 
are to be reconciled. The Jews, asa peo- 
ple in visible covenant with their maker, 
are denominated children of the kingdom ; 
the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of 
heaven bere on earth. Thus they were 
the things in heaven to be reconciled. The 
Gentiles, being aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, ard strangers to the cove- 
nant of promise—having no hope and with 
out God in the world, are the things in 
earth to be reconciled. 

Christ, by his death, did break down the 
middle wall between Jew and Gentile. It 
was a middle wall of partition ; but it is 
broken down, and of the twain, he has, in 
effect, made one new nian, so making peace 
by the reconciliation of Jew and Gentile, 
into one body by the cross, having slain the 
enmity thereby, and come and preached 
peace to you, that were near, and to them 
that were afar of. 

Thus the foundation laid for the recon. 
ciliation of Jew and Gentile, by the cross, 
will be carried into full effect ; when the 
fulness of the Gentiles are come in and all 
Israel is saved. Herein, these things in 
heaven and inearth, between whom there 
was such a strong and lasting enmity, are 
reconciled to each other. 

The friendly intercourse between the 
inkabitants of the whole earth, being estab- 
lished, and all ancient prejudices and ani- 
mosities done away and forgotten, the 
watchmen, on the walls of the spiritual Zi. 
on, will see eye to eye and universal, unin- 
terrupted peace, with righteousness and 
truth will prevail. 

But our subject is yet to be considered 
in another light ; all we have as yet said 
j8 consequential on what is contained in 
the text, as the cause or reason of the a. 





bove effect on mankind. The subject ex 


pressed in the text, is the reconciliation of 
all men, Jews and Gentiles, to God through 
the instrumentality of the Son. It pleas. 
ed the Father, by him the son, to recon- 
cile all things, viz. all men, Jews and 
Gentiles, allin heaven and in earth to him. 
self. 

Here is the extent of the Father’s love ; 
the consummation of the grand design of 
redemption. Here the blessings of grace 
are as extensive as was the curse ; yea, and 
far more and greater blessings than the 
first covenant couid contain. This state 
of things will exhibit the redemption, puri- 
fication and felicity of a world of sinful and 
wretched creatures ; confirmed in endless 
bliss, and employed in everlasting praise. 
If ary consideration is worthy the appella. 
tion of a church,it must be a society thus 
ci rcumstanced—thus qualified. 

Tous the ransomed of the Lord, even all 
men, shall return and come to Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy : they shall ob- 
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away. 

Thns the church, according to the Fath 
er’s design, will comprehend the human 


family united in everlasting love. 
(To be continued.) 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
Mr. Eprror, Sir—Please to notice the 
following with some remarks, and you will 
oblige Yours, &c. 


Bigotry in the place of Charity. 

I attended the funeral, last autumn, of 
a child whose parents were believers in the 
aniversal holiness and happiness of man- 
kind. Our brother J. S. Flagler preached 
the funeral sermon: two presbyterian 
deacons, who resided in the same village, 
and others, who were considered to be the 
first characters in the church—likewise 4 
nurober of very respectable characters of 
the Armenian doctrine, continued at home 
and did not attend. 

Not many months after this, a member 
of the presbyterian church deceased: [ at- 
tended the funeral, and found not only the 
universalists of the village attending, but 
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many from a remote part of the town. 
Yours, &c. Z. 
REMARKS. 

It is with great regret that we see the 
spirit of intolerance manifested in our hap- 
py country. Among the Popish clergy, 
an heretic, as they were pleased to calla 
dissenter, had nochance for his life. They 
would not suffer him to enjoy his religion, 
nor try to convince him of his error ; there 
was no alternative—be must tarn or buro 
This wasthe case in papal, tyrannical 
Rome. Howis it in protestant and free 
America? As to the ciergy in general, I 
see no difference. The thirst of the Ro- 
man clergy, for supremacy and infallibility 
wes unbounded : itis the case, equally in 
America. 

As in Rome, so in America, the man who 
dares to think differently from his brethren, 
is treated with inattention and no measures 
taken to convince him ; but he must be cut 
off—excommunicated and delivered over 
to satan. 

It was an article, likewise, of the Rom- 
ish church, that its members should be just- 
ified in lying, ifby so doing they could de- 
tect an heretic. It appears that in Amer- 
ica, the same thing is practiged, tho’ in this 
case there is not the formality of a vote. 

In the Romish territories, an heretic 
was denied the rights of burial, and was 
deemed accursed. In America, it seems, 
if an heretic dies, and especially if an here- 
tic is to officiate on the occasion, men are 
so far practising the same thing, that they 
will refuse, in many instances, to attend at 
the house of mourning or assist in the rites 
ofsepulchre. As such a principle and prac- 
tice has been considered by all candid and 
considerate «men, in all ages, to bea de- 
parture from the principles of humanity, 
justice and religion in the Romish church ; 
so I am persuaded, that it will equally ap. 
ply to a similar conduct in America. In. 


it is who}ly to be attributed to our free in - 
stitutions. Hence, we can never too high- 
ly appreciate the glorious revolution iu this 
country, and the establishment of our ex- 
cellent constitution, by which our dearest 
privileges are secured. 

We would ask, why the opposers of uni- 
versal holiness and bliss, instead of confu- 
ting the doctrine, and taking methods to 
convince its adherents,should satisfy them- 
selves in treating them with scorn and neg- 
lect ; in misrepresenting their words and 
actions, and endeavoring to prejudice the 
public mind against them? 

No fair and friendly conference on the 
subject,can be obtained ; ashyness eviden- 
tial of an unfriendly disposition is visible ; 
ill nature and a resolution to engross the 
whole conversation, isthe practice, if any 
opportunity for conversation presents ; to- 
gether with an overbearing manner, and a 
spirit to justify themselves, and despise 
others. 

Bat troth will prevail, and error will be 
exposed ; light will increase and darkness 
must recede ; as the shadows of tke night, 
before the rising sun; so will moral dark- 
ness be chased by the spread of divine light, 
till men shall discover their mistakes, and 
the human family be united in abhoring 
their former darkness and rejoicing in. the 
inexpressible felicity of marvellous light. 
—Epiror. 





An Exposition of the xiv Psalm, ninth 
verse to the seventeenth, inclusive. 
(By Biskop Horsley.) 
( Concluded from our last.) 

Bot, with much general reverence for 
the opinions of these learned commentators 
I am pursuaded that the stops have been 
misplaced in the Hebrew manuscripts, by 
the Jewish critics, upon the last revision of 
the text,—that translators have been mis- 
led by their false division of the text, and 
expositors misled by translators. The stops 





deed the mark of the beast is written in the 


very forehead, by such a similar proceed: | 
ing. It is not to the virtue or humanity of | 


being rightly placed, the Hebrew words 


give this sense : 


‘ She is al! glorious” — 


. . | 
the clergy, that men in America are mi She, the consort of whom we have been 


from the rack, the torture and the stake— 
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speaking, is glorious in every respect— 
“ Daughter of a king '” 

That is,she is a princess born (by which 
titie she is saluted in the Canticles:) she 
is glorious, therefore, for her high birth. 
She is, indeed, of high and heavenly ex- 
traction ! She may say of herself, collect- 
ively, what the apostle has taught her sons 
to say individually, “ Of his own will be- 
gat he us with the word of his trath.”— 
Accordingly, in the Apocalypse, the bride, 
the Lamb’s wife, is ‘the holy Jerusalem 
descending out of heaven from God.” 


The psamist goes on, 
“ Her inner garment is bespangled with gold ; 
“t Her upper garment is embroidered with the needle.’ 


These two lines require little comment.— 
The spangles of gold upon the consort’s 
inner garment, are the same thing with the 
standard gold of Ophir, of the ninth verse, 
the invaluable treasure with which the 
church is endowed, with the custody and 
distribution of which she is entrusted. The 
embroidery of her upper garment is, what- 
ever there is of beauty in her external 
form, her discipline, and her rites. 
The psalmist adds : 

* She is conducted in procession to the King.” 
Our public translation has simply, “ She 
is brought ;” but the original werd implies 
the pomp and conduct of a public proces. 
sion. The greatest caution is requisite in 
attempting to interpret, in the detail of 
circumstances, the prediction of things yet 
remote. We may venture, however, to 
apply this conducting of the queen to the 
palace of her lord, to some remarkable as- 
sistance which the Israelites will receive 
from the Christian nations of the Gentile 
tace, in their resettling in the Holy Land, 
which seemsto be mentioned under the 
same image by the prophet Isaiah, at the 
end of the eighteenth chapter, and by the 
prophet Zephaniah, chap. iii.10, and igs 
clearly the subject of more explicit proph 
ecies. “ Thus saith Jehovah,” speaking 
to Zion, in the prophet Isaiah, ‘ Behold, 
I will liftup my-band tothe Gentiles, and 
set up my standard to the peoples ; and they 
shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy 


daughters shall be carried upon their shoul. 
ders.”—And in avother place, “ They (the 
Gentiles,mentioned in the preceding verse) 
shall bring all your brethren, for an offer. 
ing unto Jebovah, out of all nations, upon 
horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and 
upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my 
holy mountain Jerusalem.” 

But the psalmist is struck with the ap. 
pearance of a very remarkable band which 
makes a part in this procession, 

“‘ She is conducted in procession to the king ; 

“ Virgins follow her, her companions, 

“ Coming unto thee ; 

‘They are conducted in procession, with festivity 

and rejoicing ; 

«¢ They enter the palace of the King.” 
These virgins seem to be different persons 
from the kings’ daughters of the ninth 
verse. Those “kings’ daughters” were 
already distinguished ladies of the mon- 
arch’s own court ; the virgins are introduc- 
ed to it by the queen ; they follow her as 
part of her retinue, and are introduced as 
her companions. The former represent, as 
we conceive, the churches of Gentile ori- 
gin, formed and established inthe period 
of the wife’s disgrace: these virgins we 
take to be new churches, formed among the 
nations, not sooner called to the knowledge 
of the gospel and the faith in Christ, at the 
very season of the restoration of Israel, in 
whose conversion the restored Hebrew 
church may havea principal share. This 
is that fulness of the Gentiles of which St. 
Paul speaks as coincident in time with the 
recovery of the Jews, and, in a great de- 
gree,the effect of their conversion. “ Have 
they stumbled that they should fall ?°>— 
saith the apostle, speaking of the natural 
Israel ; God forbid: but rather, through 
their fall, salvation is come unto the Gen- 
tiles, for to provoke them to emulation.— 
Now, if the fall of them be the riches of the 
world, andtheir loss the riches of the 
Gentiles, how much more their fulness : 
For if the casting away of them be the re- 
conciling of the world, what shall the re- 
ceiving of them be, but life from the dead?” 
In these texts, the apostle clearly lays out 
this order of the business, inthe conver- 
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sion of the whole world to Christ: First, 
the rejection of the unbelieving Jews :— 
then, the first call of the Gentiles ; the re- 
covery of the Jew, after a long season of 
obstinacy and blindness, at last provoked 
to emulation, brought to a right understan- 
ding of God’s dispensations, by that very 
call which hitherto has been one of their 
stumbling-blocks ; and, lastly, in conse- 
quence of the conversion of the Jews, a 
prodigious influx from the Gentile nations 
yet unconverted, and immersed in the 
darkness and corruptions of idolatry ; which 
make little less than two-thirds, not of the 
civilized, but of the inhabited world. The 
churches of thismew conversion seem to 
be the virgins, the queen’s bridemaids, in 
the nuptial procession. 

In the next verse (the sixteenth,) the 


psalmist again addresses the queen. 
‘“‘ Thy children shall be in the palace of thy fathers ; 
“© Thou shalt make them princes in a!l the earth.” 


Thy children shall be what thy fathers 
were, God’s peculiar people; and shall 
hold a distinguished rank and character in 
the earth. 

The psalmist closes his divine song with 
a distich, setting forth the design, and pre- 


dicting the effect of bis own performance. 
‘' I will perpetuate the remembrance of thy name to 
all generations ; 
‘¢ Insomuch, that the peoples shal! praise thee forev. 
oo.” 


By inditing this marriage song, he hoped 
the mears of celebrating the Redeemer’s 
name from age to age, and of inciting the 
nations of the world to join in his praise. 
The event has not disappointed the holy 
prophet’s expectation. His composition 
has been the delight of the congregations 
of the faithfol for little less than three 
thousand years, For one thousand and 
forty, it was a means of keeping alive in 
the synagogue the hope of the Redeemer 
to come ; for eighteen hundred since, it 
has been the means of perpetuating in 
Christian congregations the grateful re- 
membrance of what has been done, anx 
ious attention to what is doing, and of the 
cheering hope of the second coming of our 


godliness from Jacob, and to set up a stan. 
dard tothe nations which yet sit in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death. ‘ He that 
witnesseth these things saith, Behold, I 
come quickly. And the spirit saith, come; 
and the bride saith, come ; and let every 
one that heareth say, Amen. Even so.— 
Come, Lord Jesus !” 


To the Editor of the Gospe] Advocate. 

FIRE.—A fire, lately broke out in this 
town,(Pembroke,) which had a greater 
effect in exciting the risibility and cogita- 
tion of some ; and the natural loquacity 
and faceciousness of others; than it bad in 
the real destruction of property. One en- 
tire number of the Gospel Advocate was 
consumed. Upon inquiry it was ascertain- 


ed, not to be the effect ot accident, but of 
pure design. 


As near as we can arrive at an under- 
standing of this modern system of torture; 
not of men, but of books, (for very good 
reasons, however,) the following appears 
to be a true state of facts. 

A young person, in one of our limitarian 
families, having a desire to read the Ad- 
vocate, borrowed one of its numbers for 
that purpose ; designing, however, no man- 
ner of offence to any person on earth.— 
Having conveyed it home ; the mother dis- 
covered it, and, with a zeal too much re. 
sembling that, which in days of yore, was 
the cause of burning men as well as books, 
committed it to the flames; threatening 
at the same time, that a similar fate a, 
waited every one,which should be introdu- 
ced within the walls of her mansion. 

It isto be hoped, that, as good often 
comes out of evil, so from this fire some 
good may arise to the contemplative part of 
community ; and that those, who have 
been deficient in thought heretofore, may 
the better judge, which is to be preferred, 
either a candid investigation of a subject, 
or a Zeal, in its rejection, whichis not ac- 
cording toknowledge. AQUA SINE IGNE. 


Wisdom is better than weapons of war: 
but one sinner destroyeth much good. 





Lord, who surely cometh to turn away un- 


















' 
a 
Lome 

? 


vero my - 
anne 2 
oo webalenad 


174 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
On Future Punishment. 

Some people have contended, and that 
too very strenuously of late, that God, in 
another state of existence, will punish some 
of the human race for their conduct in this 
state. As this is a subject of great magni- 
tude, inasmuch as it involves the character 
of the Supreme, so it cannot be too critic- 
ally examined. But let us inquire, who 
are those that are to be punished in a fu- 
turestate? Ans. The wicked. But are 
there any that are not wicked? “No, not 
one.” If then all the wicked are to be pun- 
ished in a future state, shall we not all be 
punished there ? 

But saysthe believerin future punish- 
ment, some men are much more wicked than 
others, although all are in adegree wick- 
ed, and ail who ave the most wicked will 
be punished in a future state. Some men 
do more good than evil, others more evil 
than good. The last mentioned ought to 
be punished in another world. That 
there are those who do more evil than zood 
may with propriety be doubted ; but even 
allowing that there are, will it afford the 
believer in future punishment proof of his 
doctrine ? Can he prove that there is not 
as much difference in the condition of man- 
kind in this state asit respects their bap- 
piness or misery, as there is in their char- 
acters? If he cannot prove this, he should 
not contend for the doctrine of future pun- 
ishment. Let us inquire of one that does 
more good than evil, if he has not his re. 
wardfor it. Friend, you attend meet- 
ing every sabbath, and prayer meetings 
every week ; why do youdo this? He an- 
swers, I take such solid satisfaction in at- 
tending public worship, and in bowing 
down before God’s throne in holy adora- 
tion, that I would not be prevented from 
the performance of these exercises for all 
the wealth of the world ; yea more, if I 
knew that the eager eye of the inquisitor 
was on its watch, and there was great dan- 
ger of my being tortured and racked by 
him,I should be induced to engage in those 


éxercises, the most delightful that can ar- | 





rest the attention of man. These are the 
sentiments of the pioussoul, But what 
will he suffer who does not perform these 
exercises? Ans. He will suffer the des. 
titution of allthe sub!ime pleasure which 
the other enjoys. Ask the honest man why 
he pays his debts, why he refrains from 
theft, and why he does not disobey the laws 
of his country. He answers, that he may 
maintain his reputation, escape the gal. 
lows, &c. enjoy the approbation of a good 
conscience, and satisfy his desire to be vir. 
tuous. But what will he suffer whois not 
honest? Ans. The loss of reputation, im. 
prisonment, and the awful upbraidings of a 
guilty conscience. The wicked in this 
state suffer the destitution of all the en- 
joyment which the righteous possess, and 
they experience all those afflictions and 
that punishment which the righteous es- 
cape. These remarks include all men, the 
most righteous and the most wicked, and 
they will in the writer’s estintation, stand 
approved at the tribunal of enlightened rea 
son. How then, can we contend that some 
wilt be punished in another state and that 
others wall not, when we see that the diff- 
erence in their mora] conduct is invariably 
connected with its equal difference in their 
happiness and misery in this state ? 

The believer in future punishment con- 
tends, that all those who do not repent in 
this life will be punished fora time in a 
future state. But what does he mean by 
repentance? He seems to speak of repent- 
ance as an act that can be performed but 
once, which, when performed, is a perfect 
security against any unhappiness ina future 
state. Butdoes he suppose that: a mad 
may repent at one time for ali the sins tha! 
he ever has committed, and that he evet 
will commit ? Aman may repent of all 
the sins that he has committed, if he re 
member them all ; but he cannot repent of 
those which he may commit in future. But 
it seems to be believed, by some, that 4 
man may have one general repentance ° 
all that he ever has done, or ever will do 
wrong. No one can have such repentance; 





except he possess a bright recollection of 
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all he has done, and aperfect knowledge of 
all he willdo. We certainly find people 
doing wrong after they profess to have re- 
pented. The argument in favor of future 
punishment that we are now examining 
supposes that we shall be punished in an- 
other world, for all our sins that are unre- 
pented of inthis lite. If this betrue, all 
of us may endure some punishment there, 
for there is no one probably that has re- 
pented of every sin that he has committed. 
We may have repented of many sins, and of 
many of the worst of our sins, and yet there 
may be many, very many unrepented of, 
which were entirely forgotten by us amid 
the bustle of business, ana the uproar of the 
world. On this principle, how do we 
know that all men will not be punished in 
afuture state ? On the other hand, if all 
those who repent are to escape this punish- 
ment, it is very probable thatall will es- 
cape it ; for it is perfectly reasonable to 
suppose, that there is no man who has not 
at some time repented of some of the sins 
which he has committed. The advocates 
of future punishment use very indefinite 
language to convey their ideas. They say 
that those who do not repent wiil be pan- 
ished hereafter. What does this mean? 
A man may repent when he is thizty years 
old of all the sins he ever has committed, 
if he remember them, and he may be very 
wicked afterward and die in unbelief. But 
according to the literal meaning of the lan- 
guage which believers in future punish- 
ment use, this man will escape punishment 
hereafter ; and yet he is the very one for 
whose fature unhappiness they strenuously 
contend. 

But why should it be said that ifaman 
do not repent of his sins before he dies, he 
will be punished for them after death? He 
will be punished for them in a futare life, 
if he is punished for them here. Repent- 
ance will not save any man from a just 
punishment of his sins: therefore, if he do 
repent of them, he will be punished for 
them. The argument of the advocate of 


upon the idea, that repentance will save 
us from a just punishment. This arcu- 
ment must be fallacious, for jit is predica- 
ted upon an error, However, even allows 
ing the argument as bad as it is, can it be 
proved that alldo not repent before they 
are ushered inte a future state? Cannot 
he wha aaid, “Let there be light, and there 
was light,” who can change us from cor. 
ruption to incorruption “ina moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye,’ bow the will, 
change the affections, and renovate the 
soul “in a moment?” And is there any 
more propriety in doing one, than tke oth- 
er? 

The believer in future punishment con- 
tends that all those who die in unbelief will 
be miserable for atime in a future state.— 
All those who die inthe unbelief of what > 
Ans. The unbelief of the gospel. Let us 
inquire a little concerning this. Paul 
says, “For we which have believed do en- 
ter into rest,” and he prays, may “the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing ;” and Peter prays, “believing, 
ye rejoice, with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.” Butisa man to be tormented 
in afuture state because he is destitute of 
rest, and peace, and glory, and unspeaka- 
ble joy inthis life? Ifa man believes the 
gospel, he has the comfort of believing it, 
and if he does not believe it, he is destitute 
of comfort, he must be exposed to fear and 
torment. Instead of such an one’s being 
an object of panishment, I should think 
him an object of pity. I marvel that a U- 
niversalist should contend that God will 
punish us in a future world for unbelief 
in this. He that thinksit his duty to be- 
lieve in the terrific doctrine of endless mis- 
ery, suffers the dreadful consequence.— 
No wonder that he should expect to be re- 
warded for his faith in a future world ; for 
it is a great trouble to him in this, and not 
so much wonder that he thinks those will 
be punished who in this life do not endure 
the dreadfal consequence of doing their du- 
ty. But if the true faith is all joy and 
peace, the want of these things is a suffici- 
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ent punishment for not possessing it. If 
my child should believe from the time that 
he was five till he was ten years old that I 
was bis enraged enemy, { should think it 
wrong to punish him ten years afterwards 
for it. The pain which sucha faith would 
impart, woulc be, in my view, a sufficient 
recompense. A few words on this subject 
areenougli. If it is contended ‘hat the un- 
believer will suffer in a future state for his 
unbelief there, and if it can be proved that 
we shall there be unbelievers, there is no 
subject of controversy. 
Reader, bear with me a little longer.— 
As it is contended that some of the human 
race will be punished after death and be- 
fore the resurrection, in an intermediate 
state, it will be proper for us to pursue the 
subjeot a tittle farther. Where are the 
righteous to be while the wicked are pun. 
ished? Are they to be inthe intermedi- 
ate state? Ifso, must they not soffer the 
inconveniences and imperfections of that 
state? Must they not be less happy than 
they will be in the immortal state? But 
they may be raised to the immortal state 
before the wicked are, and be admitted to 
its joys, while the wicked are suffering 
their dreadful doom in the intermediate 
state. But alas! what reflections must 
poison the cup of glory. The mother’s 
children are in hell. The husband’s wife, 
the child’s father, where are they? They 
are not raised. They are corruptible ; 
they are miserable. ‘Whether one mem- 
ber suffer, all the members suffer with it.” 
The mother must mourn her children, the 
husband his wife, the child its father.—| 
Perfect happiness to them must be a stran- 
ger. Their harps would indeed be hung 
upon the willows. Under such circum. 
stances what great advantage would it be 
to exchange this for that state P 
RICHARDS. 


ON CALVINISM. 
Calvinism has been the general belief of the 
christian world for several centuries ; its in- 
fluence has been great, andfor the most part 


med orthodoxy, the doctrine of the bible, the 
pure gospel ; the only safe road toglory, &¢, 

In speaking of this system of divinity, 
which differs essentially from the preaching 
of its teachers, we are astonished to find that 
those, who consider this system all import- 
ant, and that those, who dissent from it are 
heretics, should, at the same time, overthrow 
the whole of this mighty fabric, by represent- 
ing God as changeable and themselves as mo. 
ving him to pity. 

That God is unchangeable, there ean be no 
doubt: why, then, would they endeavor to 
weaken our faith, in so important a point ? 
Why do they use their influence to destroy 
the only ground of security forman? The 
only ground of safety, is the unchangeable- 
ness of God’s good intentions or mercy to- 
wards mankind. Altho’ his love be everso 
great and his mercy ever so genuine, yet 
what would be our situation, if God were a 
changeable being ? 

Ifthat were so, neither infinite love nor 
mercy could be a security to man. Like- 
wise, if it were a truth that God did love all 
the human family ; still, on the principle of 
God’s changeability, the human family could 
not be safe. Thus the Calvinistic preacher, 
in representing God as changeable, destroys 
the hope of all mankind : he likewise contra- 
dicts his own creed, and proves himself to be 
inconsistent or insivcere. 

On the principle, that he has elected some 
to everlasting life : the salvation of this elected 
few, and the damnation of the non-elected 
many, are wholly uncertain ; the elect may 
be damned, and the non-elect may be saved. 
Thus, according to the preaching of the 
Calvinists, the salvation of the whole world or 
any part of it, is completely uncertain. 

if their election of some and reprobation 
of others be true ; and if God be unchangea- 
ble ; then neither can the number of the elect 
be enlarged ; nor that of the non-elect dimin- 
ished ; the consequence will be, that, as no 
good was ever designed the reprobates, they 
are under no obligation ; and the elect must 
be destitute of sympathy, hnmanity and 
a christian temper, if they can be happy. 
Thus let Calvinists be rea!ly such ; or let them blend 
Armenianism with their creed ; they demonstrate to 
all candid men, that their foundation is bad, and thet 
their superstructure will fall. —EDITOR. 
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